Civil Rights Terms
1. 13th Amendment- Abolished slavery in the United States
2. 14th Amendment- Established equal protection under the law
3. 15th Amendment- Established universal male suffrage
4. 24th Amendment- Prohibited states or communities from charging poll tax or any other type of fee to individuals seeking to vote in any federal primary or election
5. Plessy v. Ferguson(1896)- Established the constitutional precedent of “separate but equal” facilities allowed, legalized segregation
6. Jim Crow law- Established in many states, especially in the South, that mandated segregation and prevented Blacks from voting
7. (NAACP) National Association for the Advancement of Colored People- Founded in 1909 to the present provides legal aid to African-Americans that are being denied their 14th Amendment rights.  It was key in many of the Supreme Court victories for Civil Rights
8. Harlem Renaissance- Occurring between 1919 to 1935, in New York City; a period of great artistic and musical development by African-Americans exploring their African-American roots
9. A. Philip Randolph- Leader of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters Union that helped influence FDR in opening access to government jobs for African-Americans
10. Segregation- The forced separation of whites and blacks in most public facilities
11.  Executive Order- It is a directive issued by the President, usually to help direct the operation of executive officers, but in certain cases has the force of law
12.  (CORE) Congress of Racial Equality- Founded in 1942, an interracial group that sought to end racism through nonviolent methods such as sit-ins, jail-ins and the Freedom Rides
13.  Brown v. Topeka(1954)- Ruled that “separate but equal” was unconstitutional in educational facilities
14.  Earl Warren- Chief Justice of Supreme Court from 1953-1969 was responsible for many of the constitutional victories for the Civil Rights Movement
15.  Rosa Parks- An African-American women who was made famous for her refusal to give up her seat on a commuter bus to a white man, although she was legal required to do so.
16.  Montgomery Improvement Association- A group created in response to the Rosa Parks incident that would be led by Martin Luther King.  It stage a successful bus boycott in the city of Montgomery that lasted 381 days
17.  Jackie Robinson- A very talented and first African-American baseball player to integrate into the previously all-white major leagues.
18.  (SCLC) Southern Christian Leadership Conference- Founded by Martin Luther King, Ralph David Abernathy, Fred Shutterworth and Bayard Rustin to challenge Racism through non-violent tactics
19.  Civil Rights Act of 1957- The act established the Civil Rights commission to investigate Civil Rights violations and a Civil Rights Unit of the Justice Department.  The Attorney General had the power to sue people who blocked voting for racial purposes
20.  Sit-ins- A successful, non-violent method that Civil Rights activists used to challenge unfair or illegal discriminatory practices; or challenge the continued use of segregated facilities
21.  (SNCC) Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee- Founded in 1960, a student formed Civil Rights group that sought to expose the violence that the authorities dealt with Civil Rights demonstrators, using non-violent methods and encourage African-American voter registration in the South.  It later adopted violent means and dissolved by the 1970’s.
22.  Freedom Rides- Sponsored by various Civil Rights groups, it was an attempt to bring more attention of the Civil Rights Movement to the “Deep South” using busloads of Civil Rights volunteers to hold rallies and black voter registration
23.  (COFO) Council of Federated Organizations- Created in 1962, it was an attempt to get more black voter registration in Mississippi for both state and the upcoming 1964 Presidential election. It also helped organize the Mississippi Summer Project.
24.  (VEP) Voter Education Program- Created by Robert F. Kennedy, it lasted from 1962-64.  It successfully encouraged over 650,000 African-Americans to register to vote in 11 Southern states.
25.  Robert F. Kennedy- Brother to President John F. Kennedy, served as his Attorney General (1961-1964) and New York Senator (1965-1968).  He was assassinated while campaigning for the Democratic nomination for president in 1968.
26.  James Meredith- An African-American student that successfully gained admittance into the all-white University of Mississippi
27.  Medgar Evers- Leader of the NAACP of Jackson, Mississippi and a Civil Rights activist that was gunned down in his driveway in 1963.
28.  The March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom- One of the largest rallies that has occurred in the nation’s capital, drawing around 250,000 people.  It is the march that led to the famous “I have a Dream” speech by Martin Luther King.
29.  The Civil Rights Act of 1964- Started by JFK, but pushed through Congress and signed into law by President Lyndon B. Johnson.  It required uniform standards for voting and abolished literacy tests.  It banned segregation in public places and outlawed racial and gender discrimination in any federally funded programs or jobs.
30.  Literacy Test- Voters in certain states had to demonstrate that they could both read and write before they could be allowed to vote.  It was a constitutional loop-hole that certain states used to limit the number of African-Americans voting
31.  Mississippi Summer Project- Created by the COFO.  It sought to register African-Americans to vote and support the MFDP.  It helped to open and staff “Freedom Schools”
32.  Freedom Schools- Taught primarily by Northern white college students.  The curriculum focused on basic education, African History, African-American History, Government and voting procedures.
33.  (MFDP) Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party- Founded in 1964, it meant to force the Democratic Party to admit African-Americans into the party process and did have some representation in the 1964 Democratic Convention
34.  Malcolm X- A Black, Muslim activist that initially advocated “Black Separatism”, however, later called for unity and non-violence.  He was assassinated in 1965.
35.  Nation of Islam- A movement started by Wallace Fard, in 1930’s, in which his followers believe that he was the embodiment of Allah. By 1934 the movement grew to 8,000 members and Fard disappeared.  The movement still exists today led by Louis Farrakhan 
36.  Bloody Sunday- A tragic incident of violence against 600 civil rights activists during the Selma to Montgomery March in 1965.  State and local police using billy clubs and tear gas stop the marchers from reaching Montgomery
37. The Voters Rights Act of 1965- It prevented states from using Literacy Tests a requirement for voting.  In addition, it prevented states from changing the election laws without federal permission.
38.  Black Panther Party- Founded by Bobby Seale and Huey Newton in 1966, it called for a 10 point goals of “Black Empowerment”, however, conflict with law enforcement led to groups collapse.
39.  Watts Riots- Occurred on August 11th 1965.  It was prompted by a police beating of a black drunk driver, but was rooted in anger of poverty and police harassment.  It caused 40 million dollars of damage in Los Angeles
40.  Panther “21” Trial- A trial of 21 members of the Black Panthers in 1971.  They were accused of planning to blow up public buildings in New York City, but were acquitted of all charges.
41.  Cesar Chavez- Leader of the National Farm Workers Association, and activist for Civil Rights, especially the rights of Hispanics


