Civil Rights Slide Questions
1. Which amendment made the practice of slavery unconstitutional in the United States?  
2. Which amendment allowed male black citizens the right to vote? 
3. Which amendment granted all American citizens equal protection under the laws? 
4. Describe how various federal decisions during the 1880’s interpreted the 14th Amendment?  
5. What was the significance of the Supreme Court case, Plessy v. Ferguson?  
6. How did many states succeed in denying blacks their rights under the constitution? 
7. Discuss the various instances or examples of Jim Crow laws in the United States? 
8. Speculate as to the reasons why various whites sought to separate the races from as much social interaction as possible?  
9. What is the source of the term “Jim Crow”? 
10. What organization was created by black activists to protect and promote the lives and rights of Black Americans? 
11. What part of American culture did the black activists target their efforts for true equality as stated in the 14th Amendment? 
12. What were two reasons for many blacks leaving the South? 
13. What was the Harlem Renaissance?  
14. What event prompted blacks to prepare a massive national protest over job discrimination?  
15. How did FDR help advance the rights of black Americans? 
16. Which American president ended segregation in the military? 
17. What methods did the C.O.R.E. or Congress of Racial Equality employ to achieve racial equality? 
18. What was the primary influence upon the methods used by C.O.R.E.? 
19. Which Supreme Court case ended segregation in education? 
20. Discuss why Brown v. Topeka was important to segregation beyond education?  
21. What was the importance of the Supreme Court decision in Primus King v. State of Georgia? 
22. In what decade did the first actions of the Supreme Court against discrimination begin? 
23. Which woman became famous for her refusal to give up her seat to a white passenger?  
24. The Montgomery Improvement Organization was formed to carry out what task?  
25. What great American civil rights leader would lead the Montgomery Improvement Organization? 
26. How did the Governor of Arkansas attempt to prevent the black students from integrating into the one of the high schools? 
27. How did Eisenhower insure that the first blacks were able to attend school at Central High, Arkansas?  
28. What was the purpose of the Civil Rights legislation signed by President Eisenhower?  
29. What important civil rights moment occurred in 1960, in Greensboro North Carolina?  
30. Describe how many whites reacted to both black and white civil rights activists’ sit-in efforts? 
31. Argue whether the sit-ins were successful in ending segregation in various public places?  
32. What was the goal of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC)? 
33. What role did Stokeley Carmichael and H “Rap” Brown play in the SNCC?  
34. What action by the Kennedys helped JFK gain the vote of a vast majority of African-Americans? 
35. Which states had the strongest resistance to desegregation?  
36. What racists hate group was responsible for certain attacks against the “Freedom Rides”? 
37. What significance did the Albany, Georgia demonstrations have upon some supporters of MLK?  
38. What was the purpose of the Mississippi Summer Project?  
39. What was the purpose of the VEP program of Robert Kennedy?  
40. What was the situation tied to the James Meredith?












41. Describe the various methods that cities such as Birmingham attempted to stop the Civil Rights demonstrators:
	A. 




	B. 




	C.




	D. 






42. Evaluate the negative impact of such politicians as Eugene “Bull” Connor and George Wallace upon efforts to integrate the South?  
43. How did the media help the efforts of integration in the South? 
44. What role did Kennedy play in the Birmingham Demonstrations? 
45. What was Kennedy’s primary concern for the “March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom”? 
46. What were the people of the “March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom” demanding?  
47. How many people attended the rally at the Lincoln Memorial?  
48. Cite two well known entertainers that participated of the rally at the Lincoln Memorial?  
49. What role did Lyndon B. Johnson play in the Civil Rights Act of 1964?
50. What were the three main features of the Civil Rights Act of 1964:
	A. 




	B. 




	C. 






51. What were the “Freedom Schools”? 
52. Why were the efforts of the MFDP a success to the Civil Rights Movement?  
53. Describe how Malcolm X evolved as a black activist? 
54. What was the purpose of the 24th Amendment? 
55. Which famous baseball player was very involved in the Civil Rights debate?  
56. What was the purpose and outcome of the Selma-Montgomery march of 1965? 









 
57. What were the three main features of the Voting Rights Act of 1965:
	A. 




	B. 




	C. 






58. What were the Watts Riots? 
59. What was the Meredith March of 1966? 
60. Argue that segregation wasn’t just a southern states problem.  
61. What are the origins of the Nation of Islam? 
62. What was the “Panther 21” trial?
63. Who was Cesar Chavez? 


