Excerpt from The Message of the President to the two houses of Congress at the
commencement of the first session of the 37th Congress, July 5, 1861
1. Who was the president in 1861?
2. What event had begun earlier in the year?
3. What two things did Lincoln suggest in order to end the conflict quickly?
4. How did he calculate the number of men needed?
5. What comparison was made to war debt from the Revolutionary war?
6. Translate into your own words as much as possible the entire sentence above,
“Surely each man has as strong a motive now, to preserve our liberties, as each had
then...”
7. Why do you feel he said a victory would mean more to the world?
8. What does he believe is blocking the right result?
9. Define secession, use a dictionary if necessary.
10.Define rebellion, use a dictionary if necessary.
11.Why were the “movers” careful in their initial steps?
12.How did the southern “movers” get the masses in the south to buy into their
movement?
13.How long did Lincoln believe it had taken the rebels to convince southern residents
to secede?

Answers
1. Who was the president in 1861? Abraham Lincoln
2. What event had begun earlier in the year? The Civil War
3. What two things did Lincoln suggest in order to end the conflict quickly? 400,000 men
and $4,000,000
4. How did he calculate the number of men needed? It was one-tenth of all men
available by age
5. What comparison was made to war debt from the Revolutionary war? It would be less
now then it was during the Revolutionary War per person
6. Translate into your own words as much as possible the entire sentence above,
“Surely each man has as strong a motive now, to preserve our liberties, as each had
then...” Answers will vary but might include that people will want to save their
freedom just like they wanted to create their freedom initially
7. Why do you feel he said a victory would mean more to the world? Answers will vary
but might include that freedom was at stake because if the south won the entire
nation would become slave-holding and less free
8. What does he believe is blocking the right result? The government has not approved
the necessary tools to succeed
9. Define secession, use a dictionary if necessary. The action of withdrawing formally from
membership of a federation or body, esp. a political state: "secession from the union".
10.Define rebellion, use a dictionary if necessary. open, armed, and usually unsuccessful
defiance of or resistance to an established government

11.Why were the “movers” careful in their initial steps? Because southerners were loyal
to their country and believed in following the law.
12.How did the southern “movers” get the masses in the south to buy into their
movement? By using the wording of the constitution which allows states to secede
13.How long did Lincoln believe it had taken the rebels to convince southern residents
to secede? 30 years

