
The French Revolution Study Guide Answer Key
1.  By looking only at the vocabulary, what are two similarities between the French and American Revolutions?

Answers will vary but might include: enlightenment ideas influenced them both, both nations were ruled by a monarch, liberalism was a belief by both, both wanted to make decisions for themselves, both wanted governmental powers to be separated, and voting rights were an issue for both.

2.  List the defining characteristics of France in the late 18th century.

Most advanced, large population and economy, influential culture, troubled nation, high prices and taxes, influenced by Enlightenment. 

3.  Using your own words, define the Enlightenment.

Answers will vary but might include: The Enlightenment was a philosophical movement that stressed the importance of individuality, the power of the human mind, and happiness as a human goal.

4.  Even as the Enlightenment inspired political revolution, it in turn was inspired by another revolution.  What was it?

Scientific revolution

5.  Were all of the great thinkers of the Enlightenment French?

No

6.  What Enlightenment thinker most influenced Thomas Jefferson when he wrote the Declaration of Independence?

John Locke

7.  The United States Constitution is based on the idea of separation of powers.  Which Enlightenment thinker first came up with this radical notion?

Montesquieu

8.  Was the writing of the Enlightenment thinkers always with the bounds of the law.  Give at least one example to support your answer.

No, Voltaire encourage individual expression even as it was against the law.

9.  How did the women of Paris obtain news of the Enlightenment?

Salons

10.  Regardless of the Enlightenment, how did most of the wealthy people of France feel about giving the vote to those people who owned no property?

They were opposed

11.  Where was most of the land claimed by France in the New World?

In the middle of North America, the Mississippi River basin.

12.  Which young French aristocrat was well-known as a protégé of George Washington during the Revolutionary War?

Marquis de Lafayette

13.  What groups of people in France were inspired by the stories of the American Revolution?  Why these groups?

French aristocrats who were uneasy with their privileges, as well as members of the middle class who wanted equality with the nobility

14.  Which French monarch was considered to be the founder of the Old Regime?  What was the Old Regime?

Louis XIV; the political system that was based on class

15.  By what sobriquet did Louis XIV refer to himself?  Why pick this name?

The Sun King, to suggest his essential role in the lives of his subjects

16.  Louis summed up his role as King by saying “L’etat, c’est moi”  How does this translate into English?

I am the state

17.  How did Louis handle the day-to-day administration of France?

He created a bureaucracy to run the nation under him

18.  What changes did Louis make in the military?

Consolidated it into a national army loyal to the king rather than locals

19.  In what directions did Louis wish to expand the borders of France?

Almost all directions possible: east, north and west

20.  Louis built what is considered to be the most famous palace in the world.  What was it called and where was it located?

Versailles, 12 miles outside of Paris

21.  What were the three estates and what kind of movement was available between them?

First estate: clergy, second estate: nobility, third estate: everyone else

22.  What was a tithe and who was required to pay it?

Income tax, second and third estates paid it to the church

23.  Who were the bourgeoisie and what was their position on reform?

Middle class, supported reform especially in regards to taxes

24.  Which group of people was treated the most harshly under the Old Regime?

Peasants

25.  What was the major problem members of the Third Estate had with the nobility?

The nobility had the right to tax, charge high rent, force them into unpaid labor, ruin their crops, etc; yet did not have to pay taxes to the government themselves

26.  As France fought wars of expansion throughout the reign of Louis XIV, what happened to the French economy?

Debt was growing

27.  By the 1780’s the French budget looked very bad in whose view?  Which estate saw no relief in sight?

The third estate which paid the most taxes

28.  What caused massive hunger and starvation in the 1780s?

Crop failures

29.  By the time inflation had struck, how much of a worker’s income would go to just buying bread?

Half

30.  Who issued the callous statement “If the people are hungry, let them eat grass like my horses”?  What happened to this person during the Revolution?

Joseph Francois Foulon, was beheaded

31.  Both of the Kings who followed Louis XIV, Louis XV and Louis XVI, were considered to be much weaker than their famous ancestor.  Why was this?

They were not able to keep the Old Regime in place

32.  How did the nobility react to the death of Louis XIV?

An opportunity to regain their power

33.  Explain the motives of bankers who refused to loan any more money to the government of France during the 1780s.

Afraid of no repayment

34.  Louis the XVI and his finance minister, Robert Turgot, came up with a plan to help revive the depressed economy.  What was this plan and did it come to fruition?

To tax property but the Parliament refused to approve the law

35.  What was the Estates General?

A decision making group based on members of all three estates 

36.  How did the Third estate react to Louis XVI refusal to allow them to reform the Estates General?

Created a new body called the National Assembly and wanted to create a new constitution for the nation

37.  What was the Tennis Court Oath?

A refusal to accept the Old Regime, a commitment to change that they would not disperse until recognized

38.  How did the clergy react to the Third Estate getting their way with Louis XVI?

Refused to give up any of their privileges

39.  List the differences between nobles of the robe and nobles of the sword.  Which group was the most reluctant to give up their privileged status and why?

Robe got it through service and payment, sword earned it during the Middle Ages; sword refused to give up rights

40.  What two coalitions existed within the Estates General?  What was the primary focus of each of these coalitions?

Between common clergy, nobles of the sword and third estate who wanted a constitutional monarchy; and radical who wanted equality before the law for all as well as an end to all classes 

41.  How did Louis disband the Estates General and attempt to reassert his status as having a divine right to rule?

Sent an army to disperse members of Estates General

42.  By July of 1789, how much of his pay would a laborer have to spend to buy his family enough bread to keep from starving?  Was the situation worse in Paris or in the countryside?  Why?

He would need to spend 8 soius even though he only made 2 a day; worse in countryside because prices were subsidized in Paris

43.  How did the poor people of Paris view the dismissal of Robert Turgot by Louis XVI?

Fear and suspicion

44.  For what reason did the mob storm the Bastille on July 14, 1789?

For gunpowder

45.  Why did the governor of the Bastille order his men to fire on the mob?  How many were killed?

He was scared, 98 killed

46.  What happened to the governor and the mayor of Paris?

They were killed

47.  What hero from another war was appointed to be head of the city’s armed forces by a committee of citizens?  Did this selection diffuse the situation?

Marquis de Lafayette; yes to some degree

48.  Why did the mob want to burn down all buildings that housed public records?

Because they contained feudal obligations

49.  What was the “Great Fear?’

Storming of properties that contained records throughout France

50.  How did the nobility react to the mobs of the Third Estate?

Employed guards to protect them

51.  What document was adopted by the National Assembly on August 26,1789?  Why was it important?

Declarations of the Rights of Man, began the push for democratic reform 

52.  What was the cause of the women of Paris marching on Versailles?

Anger over loss of work

53.  Of what did the “putting-out” system consist?

Working out of their homes in the garment industry making luxury items

54.  What event forced Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette to come to Paris?

Women rushing to Versailles and threatening to kill the king and queen

55.  How did the National Assembly raise money in regard to the Catholic Church?

Selling off tracts of land

56.  What was the Civil Constitution of the Clergy of 1790?  What fundamental changes did it make in the practices of the Catholic Church?

Gave citizens the right to elect clergy

57.  The new Constitution guaranteed equality among the Estates.  How did the majority of Frenchmen feel about the guarantee?

Unsure about how it would work

58.  The new Constitution of 1791  made some even more fundamental changes in the way France operated.  How was the monarchy affected?

Limited his power by separating tasks

59.  What occurred when the King and Queen tried to flee France in June of 1791?  

They were discovered and arrested

60.  In what way did the seating arrangements in the National Assembly give birth to some current political jargon?

Left became most radical, middle most moderate, and right most conservative

61.  What were the three groups in the National Assembly and what did each of them seek?

Jacobins: radical change, Girondins: liberal republicans, Feuillants: wanted constitutional monarchy 

62.  What famous figure led the Jacobins?

Maximilien Robespierre

63.  How did the Revolution affect French foreign policy?

Felt war would unite all Fernch and declared war on neighbors

64.  What is the literal and figurative meaning of the term “Sans-culottes?’

Without britches, wore long pants different from knee britches of aristocracy

65.  What problems did the new Revolutionary ideas cause the army?

Leaders had been nobility who fled country so inexperienced, also people wanted too much power rather than following a leader’s ideas about battle

66.  Who was the Duke of Brunswick and what was the Brunswick Manifesto?

Prussian Duke who declared that unless France surrendered they would burn Paris to the ground and torture and kill revolutionary leaders

67.  How did the people of France react to the Brunswick Manifesto?

United the people

68.  What was and is the “Marseillaise?”

French national anthem

69.  Who was Danton and what was his role in the September massacres?

Revolutionary leader who encouraged people to kill enemies of revolution and resulted in over 1,000 deaths in days

70.  Who won the Battle of Valmy and why was it important?

France and it as the turning point of the war

71.  What was the Second French Revolution?

A more radical takeover due to the high cost of war and fgood shortages

72.  What was the Commune?

New administration

73.  What event caused Louis XVI to be sentenced to death?

A trunk of letters with him plotting with nobles to crush revolution was found

74.  Who were the émigrés?

Nobles who fled during the revolution

75.  What was the reaction of the nobility of Europe to the execution of Louis XVI?

Shocked and scared

76.  What was the First Coalition and who were its members?

Great Britain, Spain, and the Dutch Netherlands with Austria and Prussia

77.  In what regions of France did the counter-revolutionary movement begin?

Lyon, Bordeaux and Marseille,  and in a region known as the Vendee

78.  How did the Jacobin majority in the national Convention decide to deal with the counter revolutionaries?

Sought help from the sans coulette

79.  What was the Committee of Public Safety?  In what direction did it take the Revolution?

Ruled for a year and brought to trial counterrevolutionaries

80.  The Reign of Terror lasted for one year.  Why such a short duration and what happened to end it?

When the nation stabilized people questioned the need for widespread executions

81.  What was it that Robespierre was trying to create?

An equal nation 

82.  What was Robespierre’s eventual fate?

Tried and executed

83.  Following Robespierre, more conservative people took over the Revolution.  What was the period of their control called?

Thermidorean or Directory period

84.  What institution helped France return to a more normal state?

The Directory

85.  What famous French leader (even though he was Corsican and not French) emerged at the end of the Revolutionary period?

Napoleon

86.  What period of French history did the Directory rule as dictators?

1797-99

87.  How did the Directory differ in its view of the military situation?

Saw war as a solution to economic woes

88.  Following the end of the first coalition, a second was formed.  How did it do militarily?

More successful

89.  Who was named first consul following the demise of the Directorate?

Napoleon Bonaparte 

90.  What event signaled the end of the French Revolution?

Napoleon’s rise to power


