Lesson Four George Orwell  Homage to Catalonia

Read the following passage. 

Note: The OGPU was the Soviet Secret Police under Stalin and was responsible for the creation of the Gulag system. The Communists in this passage refer to supported of Stalin.

Passage From George Orwell  Homage to Catalonia
The police conducted the search in the recognized Ogpu or Gestapo style. In the small hours of the morning there was a pounding on the door, and six men marched in, switched on the light, and immediately took up various positions about the room, obviously agreed upon beforehand. They then searched both rooms (there was a bathroom attached) with inconceivable thoroughness. They sounded the walls, took up the mats, examined the floor, felt the curtains, probed under the bath and the radiator, emptied every drawer and suitcase and felt every garment and held it up to the light. They impounded all papers, including the contents of the waste-paper basket, and all our books into the bargain. They were thrown into ecstasies of suspicion by finding that we possessed a French translation of Hitler’s Mein Kampf. If that had been the only book they found our doom would have been sealed. It is obvious that a person who reads Mein Kampf must be a Fascist. The next moment, however, they came upon a copy of Stalin’s pamphlet. Ways of Liquidating Trotskyists and other Double Dealers, which reassured them somewhat. In one drawer there was a number of packets of cigarette papers. They picked each packet to pieces and examined each paper separately, in case there should be messages written on them. Altogether they were on the job for nearly two hours. Yet all this time they never searched the bed. My wife was lying in bed all the while; obviously there might have been half a dozen sub-machine-guns under the mattress, not to mention a library of Trotskyist documents under the pillow. Yet the detectives made no move to touch the bed, never even looked underneath it. I cannot believe that this is a regular feature of the Ogpu routine. One must remember that the police were almost entirely under Communist control, and these men were probably Communist Party members themselves. But they were also Spaniards, and to turn a woman out of bed was a little too much for them. This part of the job was silently dropped, making the whole search meaningless.

QUESTIONS:

1. What is the reference to “Gestapo Style”?

2. Who controlled the police, who did they support? (The answer is toward the end.)

3. Why is the reference to Mein Kampf significant?

4. Why were the police relieved to find the Stalin pamphlet?

5. Why did the police not search the bed?

6. What is significant about Orwell’s mention of Trotskyist documents?

7. What is striking about Orwell’s comment about Spanish Dignity compared to Communist allegiance?

8. What does the passage tell us about the communists factions fighting the Fascists in Spain?

9. How did Orwell feel about the search?

ANSWERS:

1. The Gestapo was the German Secret Police

2. The Communists supporting Stalin

3. Mein Kampf would have associated Orwell with the Fascists

4. The police, being pro-Stalin Communists, had evidence that Orwell was on their side.

5. Orwell’s wife was sleeping on the bed.

6. Had there been Pro-Trosky documents, the police would have arrested him.

7. Though the Police were sent to thoroughly search Orwell’s apartment, they kept to their Spaniard values. The pride of being Spaniard of morals was more powerful than that of being a communist. 

8. The communists are split between Stalinists and Trotskyists. Though they are both against the Fascists, they are also fighting each other.

9. He appears to feel both amused and put-out. He is impressed by the thoroughness of the search and senses that the police would like to find something, but in the end the search is routine and not serious. They will not lose their pride and honor by waking his wife. 
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