Lesson Three “The Treachery of Images”
This lesson can be done individually, in small groups, or as an instructor led, whole class exercise. The images listed are only suggestions, the instructor may add or change to increase or modify this lesson.
Imagery, graphics, photographs, paintings and symbols have been used through the ages to raise support or bring action against social and political causes. Imagery was used in powerful ways for propaganda and protest both for and against the fascist and dictatorial regimes emerging at the beginning of the 20th century.  However, today, with the cast amount of images and information brought to us y the media, single, powerful images are drowned out.

Find the images listed below and answer the questions listed for each one. You will be asked to interpret the meaning of each image. Was it in support or against a person or issue. Was it effective? What do you think the image is about?

Image One: “Beloved Stalin Is the People's Happiness!”

QUESTIONS

1. Who is the subject of the image? 

2. What is he doing? Why is he doing it? What is his expression? How would you describe his feeling? Why is that important?

3. What other pictures are in the image? Explain why each one is in the image.

4. What do you think is the main message?

ANSWERS:

1. Joseph Stalin

2. Applauding the people, to show support, satisfied or strong, complete confidence or assurance. Sign of a strong leader.

3. Cheering people to show Russia’s support, pictures of Stalin to show how much they support him, Red Square, symbol of government power. 

4. Stalin supports the people, the people support Stalin.

Image Two: Find the painting of Stalin and Lenin on the slide saying: “From 1899-1917,  Stalin worked as a revolutionary.”

QUESTONS:

1. Who is in the painting?

2. What are they doing, provide some detail from the supporting imagery.
3. Are they dressed appropriately for the occasion? Why did the painter choose those clothes?
4. Why is this painting important for Stalin?

5. What does the setting suggest?

ANSWERS:

1. Joseph Stalin and Vladimir Lenin

2. They are making a plan of action, note the map or papers.

3. Though they are dressed warmly, they appear to formal for an outdoor discussion. Both men are dressed in the clothes in which they are seen in public speeches or forums,

4. The painting links Stalin with Lenin and shows his importance to the formation of the Communist Party in Russia

5. They are at the edge of a meadow, next to a forest in autumn.  It indicates courage in the face of hardship, determination as winter approaches.

Image three: Portret Duce - Gerardo Dottori, a futurist artist

QUESTIONS

1. Who is the central figure in this painting?

2. What kind of expression is on his face?

3. What does his face symbolize?

4. What else is in the picture? Why is it there?

ANSWERS

5. Mussolini

6. Contemplative, maybe forward looking

7. Strength

8. Bombs, possibly to symbolize power

EXTRA: Look up futurism and Mussolini or fascism on the internet. What are the common themes? Answer the same questions as above for five painters. Identify the painter and the artwork.

Image Four: René Magritte - The Treachery Of Images (This is not a pipe)
QUESTIONS

1. Why is this not a pipe? (Careful, the question is tricky.)

2. What is the artist really trying to say?

ANSWERS

1. It is a picture of a pipe, not a pipe itself.

2. Pictures are symbols for reality. Be careful not to confuse the picture for the real thing.

Image Five: Guernica, Pablo Picasso
QUESTIONS
1. What was this painting a tribute to?

2. What two animals are depicted? Why did Picasso pick them?

3. Why is a woman holding a lamp?

4. Overall, what does the painting depict?

ANSWERS

1. The Nazi Bombing of Guernica, Spain

2. A Bull and a Horse, popular Latin symbols of strength

3. To see what is happening
4. Tragedy
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Image One “Beloved Stalin is the People’s Happiness”

1. Who is the subject of the image? 

2. What is he doing? Why is he doing it? What is his expression? How would you describe his feeling? Why is that important?

3. What other pictures are in the image? Explain why each one is in the image. 
4. What do you think is the main message?
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Image Two “Lenin and Stalin in Summer 1917” by Ivan Alekseevich Vladimirov

1. Who is in the painting?

2. What are they doing, provide some detail from the supporting imagery.
3. Are they dressed appropriately for the occasion? Why did the painter choose those clothes?
4. Why is this painting important for Stalin?

5. What does the setting suggest?
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Image Three “Portret Duce” by Gerardo Dottori

1. Who is the central figure in this painting?

2. What kind of expression is on his face?

3. What does his face symbolize?

4. What else is in the picture? Why is it there?
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Image Four “The Treachery Of Images (This is not a pipe)” by René Magritte 
1. Why is this not a pipe? (Careful, the question is tricky.)
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What is the artist really trying to say?

Image Five “Guernica” by Pablo Picasso
1. What was this painting a tribute to?

2. What two animals are depicted? Why did Picasso pick them?

3. Why is a woman holding a lamp?

4. Overall, what does the painting depict?
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